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of the great wheat provinces. He travelled far north of the Canadian Pacific 
R.R., sought for a desirable "free farm" and duly paid for his preliminary title 
to it so that he could tell immigrants the considerations they must have in view 
in seeking new homes and the methods of acquiring them. He also investigated 
the sheep runs and the horse and cattle ranches of Alberta, and the valley farm- 
ing among the mountains of British Columbia. 

The chapter of largest geographical interest, "The Great Clay Belt," relates 
to the region in northern Ontario which is to be crossed by the Grand Trunk 
Pacific R.R., the projected trans-continental line. Mr. Whates visited this little- 
known region, which, it had been reported, would offer great opportunities to the 
immigrant as soon as transportation is provided. He says that the clay belt is an 
indubitable fact, and that it is about 200 miles wide and 1,000 miles long. But 
it is also an interminable forest available for agriculture only when it shall have 
been cleared. The problem which confronts the settler is therefore different from 
that which he meets on the prairie. He will have to clear land before he can sow 
or keep live stock. The counter-balancing advantages are that he may sell his 
marketable logs, that timber for housebuilding will be cheap, and that firewood 
will be plentiful. The land will grow anything from grain to potatoes, and 
drought is unknown. There is no doubt of the great promise of this region, but 
the hardiest of pioneers will be required to clear the farm lands. 

The book should be of great value to settlers and immigrants in Canada. The 
author got close to every phase and aspect of the situation. He spared no pains 
to obtain intimate acquaintance with conditions so that he might tell the exact 
facts and offer helpful suggestions. Being a writer of experience and ability he 
knows how to express clearly just what he means, an advantage which, of course, 
adds much to the value of his book. 

Russia. Travels and Studies. By Annette M. B. Meakin. xx and 450 
pp., many Illustrations, 4 Maps, and Index. Hurst & Blackett, London, 1906. 
The book is almost encyclopaedic in the amount of information it gives about 
nearly every part of European Russia and Trans-Caucasia. Crowding the pages 
with so many facts would scarcely tend to increase the readability of the volume 
if it were not that the author is especially interested in these facts, observed them 
herself and has a correct impression of what will interest the general reader. She 
rather skillfully avoids the hackneyed and her chapters are solid without sacrifice 
of entertainment. She pictures many phases of life, sprinkles bits of history among 
her descriptions, and brings into strong relief the characteristics and individuality 
of the leading cities. Chapters are devoted to the German population, the Lutheran 
Church, the peasants, factories and factory hands. Many things not commonly 
known among the more Western countries excited her curiosity and her inclination 
to investigate, with results that will interest the majority of intelligent readers. 
Her earlier works deal chiefly with Russia's Asian possessions and in the present 
volume she gives the quintessence of her studies of European Russia. The many 
photographic illustrations are excellent. 

The Preliminary Geography. By A. J. Herbertson. viii and 149 pp. 

72 Illustrations. The Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1906. 

This volume is one of "The Oxford Geographies" which Dr. Herbertson has 

now in preparation. He finds that there is a demand for text-books in which 

physical and political geography, usually treated in unrelated sections, shall con- 



